
 

Books 
Writing 

 
Where does cultural 

information come from? 

Oral Tradition 
Myth 

 
How do we come to 

understand it? 
Epigraphy 

(study of writing systems) 
 

Decipherment 
(decoding unknown 

systems) 

Archaeology 
(study of material 

evidence) 
 

physical remains 
scientific analysis 

cultural comparison 

Human creative expression 
 
Visual Arts 

o painting 
o sculpture 
o photography 
o graphics 
o film/video/animation 

 
Performing Arts 

o dance 
o music 
o theater 

 
Intellectual  Arts 

o literature 
o poetry 
o philosophy 
o science 

 
Art and Necessity 

o culinary arts (food) 
o fashion design (clothing) 
o architecture & interior design 

(shelter) 

Translation and Interpretation 
Metaphor  

(the language of creativity) 

The Humanities Toolkit 


